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ARCH Student Expectations 
 

The ARCH Micro-School prepares students to be attractive candidates for highly competitive 

colleges, universities, and scholarships. To meet these goals, students can expect to persevere 

through several expectations that will stretch and grow them. Our teachers, known as ARCH 

Mentors, will help students every step of the way. Below are expectations for ARCH students: 

 

Demonstrate exemplary academic and behavioral conduct. Students in ARCH adhere to an 

academic Honor Code and are expected to be campus leaders. When students demonstrate 

integrity, positivity, and creativity, teachers typically have no difficulty recommending them for 

colleges, universities, and scholarships. Failure to demonstrate exemplary academic conduct ( Ds 

or Fs and/or behavior (more than two disciplinary referrals, parents will be called and a 

probationary contract will be issued. If the contract is not withheld throughout the entirety of the 

issuing school year, the student may be removed from ARCH with recommendations that will work 

best for the student for the remainder of their time at Chavez High School.  

 

Work closely with an assigned ARCH Mentor. Our ARCH Mentors get to know students throughout 

their time in high school, serve as liaisons to parents and teachers, and advocate for students’ 

needs as they navigate high school and prepare for college. 

Starting Freshman year, students should take a minimum of three (3) honors or AP courses per 

semester. These may include core academic courses or electives. Academic rigor demonstrates 

to colleges, universities, and scholarship committees that students have challenged themselves 

throughout high school. 

Commit to strong academics: high grades and consistent growth. Colleges, universities, and 

scholarships typically weigh students’ grades heavily. Students enrolled in ARCH can expect ARCH 

Mentors to provide support when grades drop below As and Bs. 

Students enrolled in ARCH will typically not be able to participate in AVID or in half-day programs 

through Metro Tech High School, as these opportunities have different emphases than ARCH and 

limit ARCH students’ options for taking courses to prepare for highly competitive colleges, 

universities, and scholarships. 

Complete at least twenty (30) hours of documented community service per calendar year. 

Students are responsible for maintaining logs of community service and for getting signatures. 

Colleges, universities, and scholarship committees seek students who serve their communities and 

develop skills to work with adults. 

Starting sophomore year, attend at least one college fair per school year. One of the great 

benefits of joining ARCH is the opportunity to learn about colleges and universities that many 

students have not explored; we want students to make informed decisions about their college or 

university selections. One of the best ways to learn about colleges and universities is through 

college fairs. 

Attend ARCH seminars. These take place during Advisory roughly twice a month and are a 

significant way that ARCH prepares students for success in the college admissions process and 

beyond. Students should avoid conflicts with seminars and should communicate in advance with 

the ARCH Micro School Leader in situations when conflicts arise. 
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Overview of ARCH Application Process 

 

The ARCH application incorporates components that highly selective colleges and 

universities use in their applications: three required components and one recommended 

component.  

 

Most applicants will need to preview the application, gather information, draft thoughtful 

responses, and return later to complete the application. 

 

Required Components: 

1. Basic Information - Provide basic information about the applicant. All enrolled 

ARCH students will be concurrently enrolled at Cesar Chavez High School (CCHS). 

Students who are not already enrolled at Cesar Chavez High School when 

applying to ARCH will need to provide a bit more information than students who 

are currently enrolled at CCHS because CCHS’s records will not yet have 

enrollment information. 

 

2. Short Answer Questions and Essay - Complete short answer and essay questions. 

Applicants should give thoughtful responses to each question. These questions 

help to form the ARCH Selection Committee’s first impressions of the applicant. 

Applicants will need to reference the ARCH Student Expectations in some 

responses. 

 

3. Teacher Recommendation - Indicate which teacher or staff/mentor the applicant 

will ask for a recommendation. Of the two recommendations, only one teacher 

recommendation is required. The other recommendation can be from a mentor, 

a coach, clergy, or other non-related adult that can offer valuable input 

concerning the applicant, so that the ARCH Selection Committee gain a fuller 

understanding of the applicant’s interests, abilities, and goals. It is the applicant’s 

responsibility to follow up with the people that they ask to recommend them. 

 

Recommended Component: 

• Interview – An interview will help the ARCH Selection Committee understand the 

applicant better, providing the committee insight that may not initially emerge 

from written components of the application. Interviews will include at least one 

adult from the ARCH Selection Committee. Historically, enrolled ARCH students 

have helped to conduct interviews of ARCH applicants. 

 

Selection of ARCH Students: 

The ARCH Selection Committee will review all completed applications. New ARCH 

students will be selected based upon three things: 

• Meeting minimum scores on the written application. 

• Availability of open seats in ARCH. 

• Highest scores among applicants, if open seats in ARCH cannot accommodate 

all applicants who meet minimum scores. 
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ARCH Application Questions 
 

Short Answer  Questions 

 

Pick one of these three questions. Answer in 5 – 7 sentences. 

1. Provide a list of three colleges/universities that you have researched that have piqued your 

interest. Why did you select these schools? 

2. Name three interests that you have outside of school. Please explain why they are interesting to 

you. 

3. Discuss an event in your life that has had a significant impact on you, your life and/or your 

academics.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pick one of these three questions. Answer in 5-7 sentences. 

 

1. Where do you see yourself in five years? Please be as detailed as possible.  

2. What are three adjectives that best describe you. Please elaborate on each as to why they 

describe you.  

3. How have you contributed to your community? If you have not, what ideas do you have that 

will impact your community? Please provide a specific example. 
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Medium Length Questions 

 

Write one or two paragraphs for each of these questions. Make sure to read each question carefully 

and answer each question completely. 

 

1. Describe a project that you worked on for an extended time and how you stayed engaged. Did 

you work in a group or alone? Did you encounter any issues? If so, how did you handle these 

issues? How would you advise a person who has never worked on an extended project?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Recall a time when you kept a positive attitude that helped you through a difficult situation. 

Please include the following in your answer: Describe the situation, the problem. The options that 

you had, which option you chose, and the outcome. What did you learn from this situation? 
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Essay Question 
 

Write an essay of three to five paragraphs that integrates each of the following elements: 

• Help us understand your personality and background. 

• Explain what you bring to ARCH that will benefit other ARCH students. 

• Identify an ARCH Student Expectation that will especially help you. 

• Reflect on an ARCH Student Expectation that you expect to be the most challenging. 
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